[Chest wall reconstruction using a free rectus abdominis myocutaneous flap in a case of recurrence after bilateral breast cancer surgery].
A 64 years old woman with anterior chest wall recurrence after bilateral mastectomy for breast cancer was treated by the resection of chest wall in full thickness involving the whole sternum and the anterior part of ribs except the first rib. The thoracic cage was reconstructed using a free rectus abdominis myocutaneous flap which was placed over Marlex mesh covering the defect of chest wall. By means of surgical microscope, inferior epigastric artery and vein of the graft were anastomosed with internal thoracic artery and vein at the neck, respectively. Postoperative course was uneventful and the patient is alive and well for one year after the surgery. A free myocutaneous flap method provides enough volume of soft tissue for coverage of a large defect and chest wall stability.